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The Mayor's Veto of the Municipal
Court BILL,

The action of the Mayor in refusing to
approve the bill to turn the present
Municipal Court Justices out of office
ments unqualified commendation.

The measure was absolutely inde-
fensible. Its purpose was to change the
personnel of the Municipal Court. ju-
diciary so as to substitute for some of
the present incumbents new Judges
who would be more acceptable to the
political organizations in this city. Al-
though the scheme was Republican in
origin, it possessed some features that
were believed to be agreeable to Tam-
many Hall, and for this reason it was
hoped by its supportems that Mayor
McCLELLAN would give it his sanction.

1t is a cause for public congratulation
that he has shown himself to be too much
of & man to do this, The organization
of the Municipal Courts was carefully
provided for in the original and in the
revised Charter of the Greater New York.
It is doubtful whether any change was
needed; but even if there were occasion
for some alteration, in the districts or
otherwise, no such necessity could justify
the Legislature in summarily turning
out, of office a large body of competent
Judges who had heen elected by the
people, simply to give the places to
other aspirants for the local bench whom
the politicians liked better.

Mayor MCCLELLAN is a growing figure
in the life of the city and State of New
York.

How Mr., Cleveland Dealt With a
: Great Strike.

For obvious reasons a good deal of
attention is likely to be given by both
political parties to the lecture on the
action of “the Federal Government in
the Chicago strike of 1804,” which was
delivered on May 2 at Princeton by ex-
President CLEVELAND., The question
which inevitably will be raised by the
lecture in the coming campaign is this:
Did Mr. ROOSEVELT or Mr, CLEVELAND
deal the more wisely and justly with a |
grave exigency caused by a violent
colligion of capital and labor? ,

There is on the face of things a broad |
and deep difference in the methods |
adopted at similar conjunctures by the |
two Chief Magistrates. It is undisputed |
that it was without any constitutional
authority, expressed or judicially held
to be implied, that Mr. ROOSEVELT inter-
posed in the anthracite coal strike, pro- :
fessedly in the interest of the community

at large, but—practically if not inten-:
tionally—in the interest of the strikers.
It is equally indisputable that the United
States Supreme Court has declared that
Mr. CLEVELAND was justified in the
course pursued by him in the Chicago
strike of 1804, a course based on the
assumption, first, that a Federal Court
has the right to restrain by injunction '
any interference on the part of rioters
with interstate commerce or the carriage
of the United States mails, and, secondly,
that if the mandate of such a court be
disobeyed, it canand should be enforced
by the military strength of the Federal
Government. Ina word, Mr. CLEVELAND
acted strictly within the limits of his
constitutional powers, while Mr. RooSE-
VELT transcended them.

Inasmuch as Mr, ROOSEVELT and his
friends, in their appeal to the electors,
are expected to rely to a very large ex-
tent on the proof given by him of sym-
pathy with organized labor, the inquiry
will ba driven home to all intelligent
citizens whether they deem the Federal ,
Constitution a thing of so small account |
that they will deliberately applaud a |
violation of it by a President, from any |
motive whatsoever, however plausible.
The voters will also be called upon to |
say whether they regard as the more
commendable in the forum of morals an
unlawful act performed in the interest
of a small fraction of our citizens, or a
perfectly lawful act conceived and exe-
cuted in the interest of the whole Ameri- ‘
can ecommunity.

What position will be taken by many l
ostensible representatives of organized :
labor can, of course, be foreseen. In the
eyves of walking delegates, nothing that
Mr. ROOSEVELT has done deserves to be
praised so highly as his unconstitutional
intervention in the anthracite coal strike. |
It is equally certain that to walking dele-
gates the course pursued by Mr. CLEVE- |
LAND at Chicago in 1884 will continue to |
be, as it is now, anathema. |

But what conclus’on will be reached |
by the great mass of the American people, '
a mass made up of citizens who, when !
they are forced tostop and think, may be |
trusted to show themselves clear sighted, 1
fair minded, sound hearted men? They !
will be unable to escape this summer
a thoughtful consideration of the issue |
we have outlined, for even if Mr. Roosk- |
vELr's shrewder advisers should desire I
to stifie the question of a President's |
sympathy for organized labor versus
his constitutional duty, the words pro-
nounced by Mr. CLEVELAND at Princeton
will have forced it into the forefront of
the canvass.

We are not surprised, we repeat, that
of all men in the United States, Mr.
CLEVELAND ghould be the most detested
by certain spokesmen of organized labor.
By his memorable demonstration of the
power inherent in the Federal Govern-
ment to assure the unmolested exercise
of its legitimate and constitutional func-

tions, he crushed a far reaching con-
rpiracy, and averted a catastrophe by
which every American industry might

have been dislocated and all business
paralyzed. By the same act he earned
the gratitude of a great majority of his
fellow countrymen, for he erected a
bulwark of order which stands resplen-
dent and indestructible.

The Golng of Grigsby.

In 1902 Mr. Rooseviur appolnted
Col, MELVIN GRrIGsBY of South Dakota
United States District Attorney for the
Second Judicial district of Alaska, Col,
GRI1GEBY had a paramount qualification
for this legal post. He was “MEL"
GriosBY of (RIGsBY'S Rough Riders.
There was some futile and Ignorant
opposition to him, but his appointment
wus necessary and inevitable,

Col. Gr1G8BY actually took the trouble
to go' to Nome, the headquarters &F the
District Attorney for the Second Judicial
district of Alaska. He even endured
the hardships of one summer there.
Summer is short, but the time seemed
long to District Attorney GriasBy. He
applied to the Attorney-General for leave
of abrence. That official forgot the par-
amount qualification of GriGsBy. The
application was “turned down.” Which
didn't prevent GRIGSBY from “turning
up” at Washington and staying there all
winter. The Attorney-General objected.
He recommended that GRIGSBY be dis-
missed for insubordination. There were
other charges against him. This was
thought sufticient.

It wos not sufficient, For GRIGSBY
had a halo. The glory and the glamor
of Rough Riding invested him. What
was a little insubordination in a heroic
frontier spirit?  Mr. ROOSEVELT loves
Rough Riders and deals tenderly with
their little eccentricities. “MEL” was
permitted to “hold on to” his job and to
g0 back to Nome in the spring of 1803,
In the fall he was able to return to the
Capital without insubordination. The
Department of Justice called him back
to answer charges. He is an incorrigible
Rough Rider. When he i not leading
charges, charges are being made against
him. Again his dismissal was recom-
mended by the Department. The halo
was flickering a little by this time, but
it hadn't gone out. By agreement
“MEL” has handed his resignation to the
President, to take effect July 1. He is
still a District Attorney and still in Wash-
ington.

Ry July 1 he will have held oftice for
two vears, for seventeen or eighteen
months of which he has been away from
his post. He has good reason to com-
plain that Mr. ROOSEVELT has not treated
him fairly. Aside from the charges,
which are trivial matters, sufficiently
rebutted by his halo, a great question
of principle is involved in this resig-
nation or Jubricated dismissal. The
constructive recess carries with it the
constructive session and construotive
presence. If Col. “MEL"” GRIGSBY were

| in Washington twenty-four months out

of twenty-four, would he not be still
constructively on duty in Nome?

A Controversy Out of Place |(n

America.

The many controversial letters we are
receiving on the question of the Scotch-
Irish and the other Irish justify us in
repeating an admonition we have ut-
tered several times already. It is that
the introduction into this country of
the racial and religious controversies of
the Old World is both unprofitable and
mischievous.

In the first place, they can never be
gettled here any more than they have
been settled on the other side of the

. water, after centuries of more or less

violent disputation. Incidentally, our
correspondents quarrel over the pro-
portionate share of the Catholic Irish
and the Presbyterian Irish in the se-
curing of the independence of this Re-
public in the war of the Revolution.
It is an idle controversy. Both rendered
splendid service in that contest, from
both have come many of the men most
distinguished in our history, and all
people of Irish lineage and of every
lineage here have reason for pride and

| gratitude because of their achievements.

Few American families coming down
from that Colonial period have not in
them some infusion of Irish blood,
whether of the one strain or the other.
If you strike at either, you may hit
some of your own ancestors.

After the Revolution, during the period
from 1820 to 1850, there came to the
United States from Ireland more than a
million immigrants. In 1820 the popu-
lation of the Union was only 9,833,522,
and in 1850 it was only 23,101,876. How
great an influence on our American
stock in those days this large infusion of
Irish blood had is thus made manifest.
It affected the race extraction of the
population of every State. From 1820
to 1800 the aggregate of the Irish immi-
gration was nearly four millions. They
were people of a vigorous, enduring and
prolific race, whether Catholics or Pres-
byterians, of Scotch or of Irish descent,
and they and their descendants make up
now a very great part of the population.

In the city of New York alone, in 1900,
there were 727,464 people of Irish birth

| and their children native to this country.

Add the whole number of the inhabitants
of Irish descent whose lineage goes back
to the earlier Irish immigrants, and how
many of thte 3,437,202 inhabitants in 1000
were withput some trace of that blood?
In the South, unfortunately, the for-
eign immigration of more than twenty

millions during the eighty years from |
! 43,000 are in New York city.

1820 to 1900 was relatively small. African
blood takes the place there of the white
European blood brought to the Northern
States by that immigration, and because
of it a race and color line has been estab-
lished, while at the North the tendency
is, happily, to the mixture of white
races by intermarriage.

Take the social circle in New York
which is of most fashionable prominence,
and how many of the faiilies in it are
without some of these foreign strains?
Look around the box circle at the opera
and count up. How many of the old
stock of New Yorkers, Dutch or Eng-
lish, do you find among them? Scarcely
is there one in which there is not
some infusion of this immigrant blood.
“Paddy?" He is everywhere. A family
of wholly colonial lineage ir practically
unknown.

We also have here in New York more

R R

than eight hundred thousand of 'the
German born and their native children,
something like seven hundred thousand
Jews, toward half a milion Italians,
Look at the fapes in the street oars and
you will see comparatively few which
bear the marks of a long American
lineage, and fewer still incontestably
English or “Anglo-Saxon.” Read the
names on the mercantile signs. Go
down to Wall Street, look over the names
of the members of the Stock Exchange
and of the bankers dominant there, and
see what you find. The Yankee is only
# drop in the bucket in New York.

Neotch-Irish  or Irish-Scotch? We
know of no such divisions. They be-
long to another continent and another
political and social system. Here are
only Americans, and, a8 we have said,
Americans had better be carefulabout
hitting at any European race lest they
strike at some of their own ancestors,

Catholic or Protestant? That is not
the question to ask. Are you bearing
witness in your life to the blessed effects
of your religion on you?

Prosperity in the Liquor Trade.

The amended Liquor Tax law, under
which licenses for the sale of alcoholic
beverages in the borough of Manhattan,
cost $1,200, went into effect on May 1,
1003, and the receipts from this source
from the territory embraced within
New York county for the year were
$7,156,007.

It was predicted that after a year's
experience under the law many retail
liquor dealers would quit the business
because they could not make it pay.
For this reason more than usual interest
attaches to the figures for the year 1904~
05. The fact that the receipts for the
county to date are $100,000 more than
those of last yvear shows how far astray
were the critics who thought that al-
ready in 1902 the liquor trade was paying
as high a tax as it could afford.

By far the greater part of the income
received by the State from liquor license
fees in New York county comes from
the borough of Manhattan. Had there
heen any marked falling off in the num-
ber of licensed places in this borough,
the revenues obtained would have dimin-
ished seriously. The increasing popu-
lation in The Bronx could not have
created a demand for saloons sufficient
to compensate for such a diminution in
Manhattan.

1t may be assumed that the Legislature,
whichever party controls it, will never
regard the license tax too high until
the revenue obtained from it is reduced
by a diminution in the number of saloons.
When that fact is demonstrated the
liquor trade will have no reason to fear
any further increase in the tax, but so
long as the revenue keeps on increasing
it may expect to have the cost of licenses
raised at any time.

It is evident from the books of the
State Commissioner of Excise that the
liquor trade in Manhattan is now profit-
able, in spite of the increased tax. It
could not pay the present heavy license
fee unless it was prospering.

Short and Sweet.

According to a Washington despatch
to the World, Mr. ROOSEVELT issued this
general order to the Republican leaders
summoned to the White House on the
night of May 1:

* The platform must be short, inclsive, declsive,
precise and conclse.”

It should be. It will be. It must be,
To hear is to obey. Mr. ROOSEVELT will
write it himself, if necessary. How will
this do for a first draught?

“Whereas TREODORE ROOSKVELT !1a the national
Republican party,; be it

Resolced, That we emphatically Indorse and
aMfirm THEODORE ROOSBEVELT.™

“We belleve implicitly and unquallfiedly In

THREODORS ROOSRVELT.™
* Whatever THEODORE ROOSBEVELT thinks, says,
does or wants is right.”
“ROOSEVELT and Stir ‘Em 'p!
One and Inseparable!”

Crudely put, but the gist of it.

Now and Forever;

Is there any mystio rignificance in the
words “eighteen miles an hour?® Has the
eagle-eyed bicycle cop an optical pedom-
eter which always rings up an 187 If
not, how happens it that almost every
automobile which is checked in its mad
career through the streets by the stern
arm of the patrolman is described in the
police court as running ut a speed of eigh-
teen miles an hour? Do not some of them
make nineteen? Or is it not poseeible that
occasiopally one is going sixteen? Auto-
mobile owners and dealers complain that
they are held up now when running at the
lowest speed they can command, about
five miles an hour. They also complain
that they are stopped again and again
while following horse-drawn vehicles, when
these are permitted to proceed. They also
declare that Eighth avenue is practically
barred to them because the police on that
thoroughfare stop them no matter at what
speed they go.

Now, automobiles are here to stay,
and the police ought to show some
judgment in dealing with them. Moet
assuredly the general public will not be-
lieve the automobile man is always in the
wrong if the policeman always eays he is
running at a speed of elghteen milee.

Another language is represented in New
York's polyglot press by the appearance of
the Ecoul Americei, * The Echo of America,”
a weckly newspaper written in Roumanian.
A leading article in English introduces
not only the Ecoul, but the Roumanian

| people to Americans.

It tells us that there
are already between 50,000 and 60,000 Rou-
manians in the United States, of whom
It likewise
gives an interesting account of these new
immigrants. their habits, customs and
characteriatics.

To students of language the Ecowl will
provide an easy means of hecoming ac-
quainted with a curious daughter of Latin,
which the philologists have dubbed “Wal-
lachian,” a name, we fancy, Roumanians
do not approve of. Any one familiar with
Spanish or Italian can make out the gist of
the Ecoul's articles, and a very little study
will berewarded with a reading knowledge
at 'rast of modern Roumanian.
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The Problem of Tips.

To TRE EDITOR 0¥ THR SUN—Sir; | am In &
quandary. To the barber who shaves me 1 glve a
tip of ten cents; to the boy who cares for my hat
and coal I glve fve cents.

These fees are entirely out of proportion te the
work done. 1 do.not feel that I ean Iucrease the
barber's fee, and I am sure that the boy who blocka
my pash out of the shop would not take less than

Ave cents Himsvrys.

NEw YORK, May 2.

THE STORY OF MONTE ORISTO.

The Paris Police Case on Which the Story
of Dumas Seems to Have Been Based.

Panis, April 20,—~The Police of Paris had its
origin in 1607, during the reign of Louls XIV,
From that period dates the systematio clasel-
fication of all ofMcial documents relating to
matters over which the Police had jurisdic-
tlon. The completeness of this collection has
been more or less dislocated by the ravages
of political or revolutionary upheavols; nota-
hly during the Commune, in 1871, when through
the partial burning of the Prefecture of Pollce
of Paris, the building in which these docu-
ments were housed, many of the more val-
uablo records were destroyed. Fortunately
the various archivista of the police who .had
charge of these papers had arrunged com-
plete dossfers, each reinting to a particnlar
case, which, from time to time for two hun-
dred years, were put in print and’'thus pre-
served from complete annihilation.

Alexunder Dumas, Eugéne Sue and others
have drawn Iargely from these scarce police
reports, disguising the source of inspiration
with such skill, enveloping them {n such a
cloud of decorative accessories that the bald
originals were ornamented almost beyond
recognition,

The narrative which I am about to give is
taken from one of these rare dossicrs of the
Police of Paris put together by an archivist
of the Prefecture in office during the early
years of the last century, It will disclose the
possible source from which Alexander Dumas
derived inspiration in tha construction of
bis famous romance “Monte Cristo.”

In Paris in 1807, Frangois Picaud of Nismes,
& Journeyman cobbler, on a certain Bunday set
out to call upon his flancée. On the way he
stopped in the Place Bainte-Opportune at a
cald conducted by a fellow townsman. This
man, Gilles Loupain, was older than Picaud,
a widower with two children. He was noted
for malice, contempt of the prejudices of
others and intense jealousy of his more pros-
perous or fortunate neighbors,

When Plcaud arrived at Loupain’s he found
him with three men, all natives of the dis-
trict about Nismes. These were strangers to
the cobbler, nor were their names mado known
to him during hia brief halt at the café. The
gala appearance of Picaud aroused the curlos-
ity of Loupain. When it was learned he was on
the way to visit his flancie; that she was the
rich Marguerite Vigoureux, and that the day
of the wedding was to be the one after the
morrow, the malice and jealousy of Loupain
were aroused. He determined forthwith
to' thwart the cobbler and to postpone the
wedding, if not permanently to prevent it.
With this in view, when Picaud had departed,
he consulted with his companions, and a plan
of action was agreed upon. One, however,
Allut by name, declined to join in the con-
spiracy. He warned the others that evil
consequences would surely follow and thut
Picaud would not fail to seek revenge.

It was agreed that Loupain should go be-
fore a Commissioner of Police and denounce
the cobbler as a spy in the employ of tle
English. This he did two hours later. At
that time the Vendeans were in revolt against
the Government. The Duc de Rovige, then
Minister of Police, when the case wuas re-
ported to him, was convinced that in the un-
fortunate cobbler he had arrested & spy of
the insurgents and gn important personage.

On the very night of the visit to his flancée
Picaud was arrested. His capture was en-
veloped in guch mystery that no one was a
witness to it; no one saw his departure. krom
that day all trace of him was lost.

Iu 1814 the Empire had ceased to exist. On
the 15th of April of thit year there emerged
from the chAteau or prison of Fénestrelle a
man bent with suffering. In seven years he had
changed as if he had lived for half a century.
No one would recognize in him the young and
good looking Picaud of a few years before,

He had been incarcerated under the name
of Joseph Lucher. During his imprisonment
he acted as servant to a rich Milapaise ec-
clesiastic. This Prince of the Church treated
hitn more as a son than as a domestic, and
when he came to die, on the 4th of January,
1814, indignant at the little effort of his rela-
tives to procuro his release, he conveyed
to Joseph Lucher, the qguondam cobbler,
7,000,000 francs on deposit in the Bank of
Amsterdam and described to him a hiding
place in Italy where were concealed
1,200,000 franes worth of diamonds, and three
milllons of specie, consisting of ducats of
Milan, florins of Venice, Spanish quadruples,
French louis d'or and English guineas,

When Lucher was at last free he proceeded
to Milan, found the buried treasure, with
which was a multitude of antique gems and
cameos of great value. Then at Amsterdam
he made good his title to the amount deposited
in the bank and, having divided it iuto three
parts, he distributed the money equally
among the bauks of Amsterdam and Ham-
burg and of England, after reserving for his
immediate use a million francs and all the
diamonds from the Italian hiding place. Then
on Feb. 15, 1815, eight years, day for day,
since Picaud, now Joseph Lucher, had disape-
peared, he arrived in Paries and went forthwith
to the calé in the Place Sainte-Opportune.

Here he found that after mourning him
for two years his flancée had married the res-
taurant keeper, Loupain, and brought him
enough money to set up the finest and best
equlxped café on the boulevard, Nobody
could tell him the names of the men who had
caused his undoing, but he was told that
Antoine Allut knew themn and that he had

one to live at Niemes, To Nismes Joseph
%uchor went and lodged at the well known

otel Luxembourg, disguised as an Italian

riest —-Baldini. After much difficulty he
ound Allut, got into his confldence, told him
that he had been a fellow Eolmcn prisoper
in the Chateau del (Fuff at Naples with a
Nismoisian, Francois Picaud, who on his
deathbed, In 1814, at about 80 years of age
had implored him to find out the names o
those who had concigned him to that hell,
and expressed confldenceé that they were
known to Antoine Allut, a fellow townsman
of his at Niemes. He authorized the ﬂ”"s"
to give to Allut a superb diamond, which had
been given to him by a noble English prisoner,
if he would disclosa those names, Then the
priest flashed the diamond before the eyes of
Allut who yielded to the temptation and gave
up the names when a jeweller had offered
63,000 francs for the stone, to be paid in a
farm and 50,000 francs in money. ‘The names
were Gervais Chaubard, Guilhem Solari and
Gilles Loupain. When, four months later,
the diamond was resold to a Turkish merchan
for 102,000 francs, the jeweller was murdere
and Allut was obliged to take refuge in Ureece,
where he fell into great poverty.

Picaud went to Puris, and by a clever device,
being unrecognized In a shabby disguise,

e sec employment as a waiter in the
Café Loupain and there found as fellow em-
Rlnyees Gervais Chaubard and Guilhem

olarl. One day the former disappeared, and
at laet his body ‘was found by the other on the
Pont des Arts, killed with a " poignard. Then
a superb dog belonging to upain was

jaoned; then the favorite paroquet of
upain; then the pretty daughter
of the family was seduced by a reputed mar-
uis. As he boasted of his enormous wealth,
&1‘ Loupains were overjoyed when he iar-
ried the girl and ordered a rich wedding
supper at the Cadran Bleu, But when the
guests arrived they waited in vain for his
coming. At the dessert a note was found
under ecach plate announcing that the re-
Pund MArQUiS Was an esca conyict, that
e was in flight and the police were after him.

Loupain was ruined by a fire in his café.
Only a pittance was left to him. His son
joined a band of thieves, was convicted and
g,.uneed to twenty years' impriconment.

nly Prosper (the name i‘whlch icoud went)
remained true and worked without pay in
a modest café which he had obtained for
Loupain from means furnished by putative
friends, and where Solari also was employed.
One evening Solari died in frightful convul-

sions from poison.

One nvev??nt while Loupain was walkin

tn a little-frequented path in the Garden o
the Tuileries, he was killed by a poignard in
the hands of a masked man,

With this, his last act of vengeance com-
rlowd. Picaud waa nbout to leave the path
n the Garden of the Tuileries, when he was
seéized by the collar, thrown \'lolenllﬁ to
the ground and carried away to a place which
seemed to be some recess or cavern of an
abandoned quarry , )

Here in the darkness his captorsaid: “Well,
Picaud, what name are you passing under
now? The one sssumed in your release
from Fenestrelln®”

“Are you &till the priest Baldini, or the waiter
Prosper? Has not your ingenious mind
invented a fifth? For you, without doubt,
vengeance fs but o passing amusement, or
is it a furjous mania of which you would he
ashamed, had you not sold your soul to the
devil? You have devoted the last ten years of
rour life to the pursuit of three poor creatures
hat you should have spa You have
committed horrible crimes, and last, but not
least, you have dragged me to perdition.”

* “ou. your who are you*"

“Your. gold has been my undoing  The
cupidity you_aroused in me has never been
guenched. _ The thirst for riches has made
me mad, T killed hinn who cheated me.  On
account of thia I was obliged to fles with m

wife. She died in eaile and I, arrested, jud
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him. However, after all what does it matter?
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A"w{-_; Do you recognize me? 1am Antoine
“How muoh will you pay for bread end
water?”

“T have no money."

“You huve ulxweyn milllons,” rﬂn“ed Allut,
He then proceeded to tell Picaud of the amount
Blany lndve-t.menu nhouflform'lt, 5?:"63’3
many and Frauce, \
m-cu¥nm that his victim shivered with ap-
prehension, "

“You sre dreaming! K
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The miserable prisoner passed the rest o
the day and night in raging hunger an
despalr. His sufferings became ucué,e: he
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. m
dored.  The 1nercllen® victim died, he would

have no certainty of securing his great for-
tine. "Pioaud evidently divined the thoughts
that were nualnr in the mind of his perse-
cutor. A cynioal smile lighted for a moment
his livid countenance. This was m,ﬁ‘“"h
for Allut, Aroused to fury by :He sardonio
leer of hia victim, and by batg cupldity,
ho:ll:rﬁr himself éxlpon Picaud and stabbed him
unti e was extinct.

From Paris Allut fled to Englapd, There in
1828 he fell {ll.  Brought to a realization of his
crimes, he dictated to an esiastic the
detalls’ given in this narrative. —Allut died
repentant and recelved Christian burial.
After his death the prieat P——sent to the
Paris police the document which records the
strange eventa here related. It was nccom=
panied with the following letter tothe Prefect
of Police;

Sir: 1 have had the happiness to bring to a
sense of repentance a man emineatly alnful.

He had thought, and I had agreed with him, that
1t would be wise to convey to your knowledge &
series of ahominable crimes, in which this unhappy
being was both a victim and participant. 1n avall-
fug of the Information furnisbed by the annexed
dlagram and 1ts explanatory notes, it may be possi-
ble to discover the subterranean chamber where
the remains of the morbid and wretohed Ploaud---
a sad example of passionate hatred—may be found.

God pardons; but man In his pride would do
more than God; he would seek vengeance, and
vengeance crushes him.

Antoine Allut had sought vainly where and how
was conccaled the immense wealth of his victim.
He searched dlligently for the secret hiding place
of the treasure. No records, titles, nor documents
relating to any property were discovered En-
closed are the addresses and particulars which
may Jead to the discovery of the two lodgings
which Pleaud occupled in Paris, under fictitious
names,

Even when dylng Antoine Allut refused to dis-
close by what means he acquired knowledge of
the facts contained in this communication, or who
tnformed him of the crimes committed by Plcaud,
or of the extent of his fortune. An bhour hefore he
dled he said to me: “Father, the bellef of no man
can be more siucere than mine; for I have seen and
spoken with a soul separated from the body.”
Nothing at that moment Indicated that Allut was
in dellrium. He had just made the profession
of falth

The men of our time are presumptuous in thelr
tgnoisnce. Thelr refusal to belleve they ascribe
to superfor wisdom. The ways of God are infinlte.
Let us adore Him and offer Him submission.

A Democratio Nomination for President.

To THE EprTor o THE S8UN-Sir: Why not
John Sharp Williams of Mississippi for Presi-
dent—on a platform of “A Reunited Country"?

He is a leader who can lead. With a brutal
majority against his party in the House of
Representatives he has, to use a classical

Whit Democrat can measure up to him in
ability or in attractive personality?

Thousunds of us young fellows who were
born =ince the civil war would like to vote
for a1 Southerner and rebuke the malicious
poligcian who would stir up race hatred for
the sake of getting negro votes,

Let us have John Sharp Williams. Bother
the cheap politician's objection of locality.
It would be a popular choice; it would heal
Democratic wounds—and he would win!

Nrw YORK, May 2. NORTHERNER.

e e ———
A Plea for the Lobster.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir:  As a humani.
tarlan and a lover of lobsters, I write to protest
against the barbarous cruelty of bolling the crus-
tacean allve.

My cook, a woman who has been with me for
forty-seven years, came to me last night with tears
\n her eyes, protesting agalnst the practice, and
fmplored mie to supply her with chloroform or
ether the next time she was compelled to prepare
the poor creatures for the table.

I'rom my cook's report | learn that lobsters
suffer most acutely. The low, plaintive, sibllant
o sigh of the unfortunate lobster when immersed
1i, the bolllng water is enough to soften the heart
of any good cook, my Martha informs me.

We have Gerry socleties, Revolutionary socletles,
homes for motherless cats and fatherless kittens,
drinking fountalus for English sparrpws, an aqua-
rium for fish that have strayed out of thelr element,
and a newly organized league to liberate all caged
animals in publlc menageries: why should not
a soclety be formed to regulate the humane asphyx-
lation of “the cardinal of the sea™?

Pause and think of the crueltles practised in
Broadway restaurants after raldnight on animals
worth 40 cents a pound!

1t Is owing to such barbarous and cruel treatment
that the Maline breed Is slowly dylng out. The
Newburg lobster, 1 am Informed by a Fishkill
authority, Is practically extinct; and all along the
classic shores of the Hudson there Is a scarcity
of “the scarlet courtesan of the deep, whose vivid
flashings ‘neath the river's green made bright the
waters of the Pallsades.”

In the name of humanity, I appeal for the organi-
zatlon of » movement to have thess unfortunate,
long-suffering creatures humanely destroyed, either
by gas or polson; or let them die a natural death
before submiting them to the terrific heat of the
boiling caldron that ever yawns for them.

1t 1s a crying disgrace to twentleth century clvil.
{zatlon, and as a lover of the American lobster
(at any price) I ask that he may meet a death worthy
of his welghty worth, WALTER BEVERLEY CRANE,

NEW YORK, May 2.

Uncle Ned's Reason for Sav'ng the Boy.
I'rom the Washinglon Post.

“That was a brave act!” ejaculated a Boston
man, as he stood on the wharf in a lttle Southern
town and saw ap old negro plunge unhes!tatingly
into the deepest water Lo save a very small boy
who had stumbled and fallen from some piling.
“A brave act, and he 1s a hero, no matter how black
the skin he wears!"

The Bostonlan was foremost In the group that
gathered about Uncle Ned when he climbed back
on the deck witl the rescued lad.

“Your son 15 it, old man?” he queried.
haps only your grandson?”

There was very fervent admiration in the down-
Easter's tones as he put the question.

“No, suh: no, suh,” gurgled Uncle Ned.
111 rascal aln't no kinnery er mine.”

“Then 1t was all the braver!” exclaimed the In-
terrogator, positively baring his head out of respect
for the old man's highborn courage.

“Huh," sputtered the bero, "you sho' don't think
I'se durn fool ‘nough to let dat boy drown when
he's got every speck er my fish balt In his pocket?™

“Or per-

“Dat

The Pay of Governmenat Clerks.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SuN—Sir: “Ex-Clerk's"
Jetter |n to-day's SUN makes contradiciory state-
ments. First he says—in eflect—that Government
clerks generally get $12 a week for from twelve to
seventeen hours' work a day Then he says Gov-
ernment clerks have a snap—and then blames them
for not getting better wages outside.

This personlfication of commerclallsm Is not
ashamed to say that he would “fire” his stenog-
rapher If she wanted more than §12 a week! What
a noble product of this chivalric age! E.H.J.

NEw YORE, May 2.

Reconciled and Reunited After Mamy Years.
From the Wichita Eagpe.

Capt. and Mrs. C. G. Thompson of Arkansas
Clity were frst married more than Afty years
ago. After twentiy-five years they were divoroed,
the wife alleging desertion. In the twenty-five
vears which followed Mrs. Thompson was married
twice and buried both husbands, and Capt. Thomp-
son was married once and divorced, Recently
the palr came together by chance at Wichita, where
both had gone to visit thelr daughter. A recomellia-
tion was fixed up and thelr marriage followed.

On the Lupercal.
Carsar bad thrice refused the kingly erown,
“That's all very fine,” remarked Calphurnia,
*hut why didn't you refuse the nighteap®”

An Fpitaph,

Hired,
Tred,

U

expression, put the opposition “on the bum. "N

THELAST JAPANESE MOVENENT.

S ——
w and Conelusions of an Experi-
enoved Military Critle, -

To Tax Eviron oy Tas Sux-Sir: As THE
SuN aims rather at acouracy than seusation,
1 would point out that, according to the report
of the Japanese (eneral commanding the
troops engaged in the battle of SBunda, wost
of the Yalu, his force was quite double that of
the Russians, with a more powerful artillery,
and assisted by the fire of gunbouts and tor-
pedo boata.

Gen. Kuroki states that the Russian strength
was an infantry division and two regiments
of another, with a cavalry brigade and about
forty guns and eight machine guns. Assum-
ing that the Russian force was at its full
strength, this would give about 20,000 in-
fantry and 2,000 cavalry. It is more than
probable that it was very much less; while
the Japanese strength could not huve been
much under 40,000, according to thelr own
showing,

These facts dlspose of the assumption that
the Russians intended to make more than a
conventional opposition to the Japanese cross-
ing of the Yalu, Whether they could have
offered a more effectual resistance had they
80 desired, we cannot know without being
in Gen. Kouropatkin's secrcts and acquainted
with his resources. It may be the same at
Feng-whang-cheng, where nething more
than a delaying action may be fought; for if
the Russidn plan is to draw the Jupanese
away from the sea into the interior the dis=~
tance hetween the Yalu and the alleged next
Russian line of resistance is hardly worth
talking about; although with his Turkish
experience in his recollection the Russian
Commander-in-Chief understands the value
of every mile added to his enemy’s and every
inile subtracted from his own line of com-
munications, and in the country through
which the campaign is now being carried
every mile counts one way or the other.

As I have said on a previous occasion, this
{8 not a common war. The Japanese army
{s a new broom, and like a new broom it may
possibly make a clean sweep. The Russian
military machine is more or less rusty and
worm eaten. The one army is up to date,
alert, and organized and .equipped for the
special work in hand. The other, however
good the material of which it is composed, is
defective in ita corps of officers, who, while
brave té a fault, have not cultivated the art
of war in time of peace. The incident of the
surrounding of that detachment and guns
at Hamatan is an example in point.

The real test of the two armies will come
when there are about equal forces lined up
on each side, and the field of action is one of
vital strategio importance. Where thnt‘ is,
we do not know yet. F.

NEw YORK, May 3.

A German on International Relations.

To THE EpiTOR OF THE SUN—8ir: A good
deal has been written of late on what is called
“the isolation of Germany.”

Now, (iermany, as one of the strongest
military Powers, backed up by a strong navy,
has no need to go around begging for friend-
ship, especlally as she is allled to Austria-
Hungary and Italy.

Her alliance with Austria-Hungary alone
would enuble her to fight any other combina-
tion of two European Powers. Austria-Hun-
g.tr)’ {s generully not counted among the greit

dowers, but I doubt if there is a country in
Furope, except, perhaps, Russia, which wou
like to attack her single handed.

There are people in this country who
would like to see a war between the
Unitad States and Germany, but there is no
reason why Germany and the United States
should not keep on friendly terms. joth
countries have go mnn! internal questions
to settle that each would do better to devote
its time to their settlement. X

1s America trying to win England’s friend-
ship? It would be of little benefit to Uncle
Sam in case he wanted to make use of it
England's army is rotten through and through,
while half of the ships of her so-called foruii-
dible navy are out of commission for lack of
imen and the other half carrying ounly half
the crews they are supposed to.

The least the United States can be expected
to do for Germany is to give her fair play or
let her alone to work out her own salvation —
if for no other reason than that Germany
is one of Uncle S8am's best customers for his
agricultural and industrial products.

NEw York, May 2. A GERMAN.

A Hoboken Astrologer's Prediction.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: Through the
medium of your great paper, as a young American
astrologer, I wish to state that the evil planet
Saturn will be posted on the mid-heaven, or in the
tenth mansion of the heavens, during the months
of May and June, and will serfously afMict the United
States, as well as Europe. It also signlfies that
during May and June Presidents, Kings or rulers
of nations throughout the world will be killed or
assassinated, or at least an attempt will be made
to assaSsinate them. The greatest evil Is Indicated
to occur to the rulers of natlons during May 4,
7, 11, 15, 21, 24 and %0, and during June 4, 5, 11, 17,
19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 27 and 30.

I may add that [ have set up a chart of the Lcavens
b of the opening of the great St. Lou's world's falr
exposition, which was oficlally opened by Presl-
dent Rooscvelt at Washington, D. C., on Saturday,
April 30, at 1:14 P, M., Washington mean time, and
from my deductions 1 ind and regret to state that
the evil planet Saturn amioted the Moon. Thls
signifies that although this Is the greatest falr that
was ever held In the history of the world, It will
not last through the summer, or will prove to bea
complete fallure, and be abandoned ere long: and
as the evil planet Mars aficted the Moon and the
planet Saturn I fear that a great calamlity or dls-
aster will occur at the falr during the months of
May and June, In particular, elther In the nature
of a fire or otherwise, As the plauet Mars was In
conjunction or amicted the Sun In the ninth man-
slon of the heavens and us such governs sclence,
I should judge that those bulldings which represent
sclence will be the ones to sufler most severely,
and as Saturn was posted in the sixth mansion of
the heavens this signifies that the work of de-
structlion will be brought about through Incendla-
ries or Aunarchists, as this manslon governs In-
feriors.

As the planet Mercury was also posted In the
ninth mansion. and aficted thereln by an oppo-
sitlon of the Moon, this will eshance the evil as
indlcated, and as the evil planet Uranus was posted
in the fourth mansion of the heavens this posi-
tively shows beyond a doubt that the fair wlill come
to a pecullar and bad end, and as the tenth mansion
of the beavens was afliicted as well 1 do not seo
how the authoritles could have selected & more
unfortunate or evil time for the birth of an event
as they did for the opening of this great world's
falr. Quoting from an ancient work on astrology,
it signifies that anything undertaken when the
evil planet Saturn aficts the Moon comes to noth-
ing, or |s abandoned before long.

As the fortunate planets Juplter and Venus were
posted In tho eighth mansion of the hicavens, this
is the only good staying qualities that are eml-
nent, and signify that even though the fair is de-
stroyed or comes to a bad end 1t Is s0 well Insured
a8 to prevent a complete loss. However, the man-
agement of this falir will not reallze its ambitions,
hopes and wishes, and will meet with many re-
verses and disasters from the very begluning.

Our Government should nmever undertake any-
thing of Importance when Saturn atlicts the Moon,
nor should other individuals. G. M.

HoBOKEN, May 2.

Freach Language in Loulsiana,
From the Washingon Posl.

Congressman Broussard of Loulsiana never
spoke any English untll he came to Georgetown
Unlversity at the age of 15, and even now he prob-
ably uses his mother tongue—French--with the
greater fluency.

“It s & curious thing.” sald Mr. Broussard, “how
the French language has remalned the dominant
tongue In my bome country. Brought there by
Acadlans of Nova Scotla In the eighteenth century,
it prevalls to-day, aad I belleve always will. Curl.
ously enough, you will ind plenty of men In my
district with such unmistakable English names
as Jones and Hayes who can't read, speak or write a
word of English. Still funnier ls the talk of the
black people. Thelir negro-French would be unin-
telligible In Paris, and yet it 1a the softest, sweetest,
most musical spesch I ever heard frem human Iips.
It knows no grammar, but It Is the very essence
of euphony and melody."

e ee——
Married Iin Two Languages.
From the Detroit Tribune.

Hecause the bride could not understand English
and the groom could not understand German,
County Judge G. W. Murray of Springfield, 1.,
found It necessary the other day to perform a
wedding In the two languages.

The couple gave thelr mames as Louls Maudra
and Miss Wyite Wettl, the former 28 and the latter
19 years of age. The ceremony was first sald in
English. the groom giving the respouses, and then
in German, to which the bride made replies

The Prophet and the Bird.

Eljah was belng fed by the raven

“The beauty of It.” sald he, “!s that you don's
have to tip the walter.”

' HONEYMOON IN THE TRANSVAAL.
Couple’s Eventfol Trip in Cart Drawn by

Eight Mules.
From the Johannesburg Star
At Lydenburg, recently, the muarriage wu«

solemnized of Edith Georgina Kemper-\o;

and Thord lvar Gray, bencon Inspector of
the Lydenburg district. The bride is the
youngest daughter of Mrs. Kemper-Voss «!
Hospltal Hill, Johannesburg, and the bride

groom was formerly an officer of the Bwedisl:
Army and was attached to the British forces
during the war.

The bride wore her travelling gown, an«
fmmedlately after the ceremony the marriag.
trip of thirty-eight miles to Pllgrim’s Re-
was begun in a cart drawn by eight myle.
When about half the distance was made, 1
was found that the Ohrigstad River was i1
flood, and passage was impossible. The
route wus retraced for about ten miles, and
temporary accommodation secured at
farmhouse. Next day, however, the rive
proved just as impassable, and thus for fou:
days the honeymoon couple were “held up” b
the elements, though each day an effort wa-
made to cross the swollen stream.

On the third day a traveller attempted Lo
oross with a cart and two horses, but tl.:
attempt proved to be disastrous, for the
horses and cart were swept away and were
never meen again, The passenger probably
owed his life to the fact that he became e -
tangled in a barbed wire fence, which stoppe:|
his progress down the stream. Two days
after this, the river having suhsided some
what, the help of some transport drivers
wns requisitioned, and the cart and tea
were floated across, with the help of strong
ropes at the other side.

Thus this eventful honeymoon trip was«
completed, and the happy pair are now rom
fortably settled in their new home, calle|
The Ruing, at Pilgrim's Rest.

Reminiscences of Presidens Franklin
Plerce.

To THE Epiton or THE S8UN—Sir: As an
old page in the House of Representatives
when my namesake was elected President of
the United Htates (Arthur Gorman, now Sen
ator, at the time was a page in the Benate) let
me commend your timely and instruetive
editorial of to-day on Franklin Plerce.

A8 a scnior puge I was often sent out on
messages, on horseback, to different and
often distant points in Washington, and now
and then President Pierce was riding alona
in Pennsylvania avenne, He always recog
nized me,and wo rode together, though 1
was on a pony, or small horse, and was then
only 12 years of age.

President. Pierce was the most courtaous,
kindly gentleman of all our Presidents, and
I have met and known all from Zach. Tay-
lor's funeral to date, except Hayes; onlv
remember Taylor's funeral: appointed page
from North Carolina in 1850 and promoted
and retained until 1858,

As & Southerner who voted for McKinley
and Roosevelt rather than Bryan, may I ask
why “CGraduate,” in his admirable oom-
munication from West Point in to-day’s 8oN,
only names the brave and brilliant officers of
the Union side in our civil war? Why not
naine Lee, Jackson, Johnson and scores of
others of the Confederate side? Not intha
army only, but in the navy also—all grad-
uates of West Point or Annapolis.

“Graduate” gives a piece of news in hi:
concluding paragraph. What Southern Con
gressman introduced a bill for the “abandon -
ment” and “sale” at “public auction™ of the
“Military Academy?”

It is not recorded that any one introducei
such a bill, The reference to Benedict Ar-
nold is inexecusabla in connection with a)
Member of Congress from the South

NEWALK, May 2. WinLiaM PieErcr

Bad Spelling in The Brosx.

To THE EDITOR OF THE STN In referroie
editorlally to the report of the commiitee on ed
catlon of the North Side Board of Trade, on tlir
course of study In the public schools, THE SuN hns
very properly emphasized that part relating o
spelllng. While reading, writing, spelling, arit
metle, history and geography are not tecelving
the attentlon formerily given to them, it s In speil
ing that the deficlency of the puplls s most notl ~
able, and this seems plalnly to be due, not on':
to the fact that less time Is devoted to this swud
durlng the school course, but also to the visua'
method of teaching, whereby a ohlld Is expecte!
to learn from the appearance of a word on th
blackboard Instead of first learning the ulphalbi!
and how to use It in forming words.

Strangely enough, this deficlency 18 not deni
by the leaders of the present theory of educatiin
They almost scem to boast of it. Oneof theolty stipe:
intendents wrote us that Horace Greeley would not
have considered spelling an essentlal study, being
himself a poor speller—a most unfortunate mis
take for the superintendent's slde of the arg'
ment; for If he had but consldered that Greele:
was eatly apprenticed to a printer, he would ha\»
realized that he must of necessity have heen a
good speller. The principal of a high achool toid
us that he consldered It no discredit if a boy or gir!
could not spell well; a bright boy or girl coul
acquire that knowledge outside of school: thei#
were more important things for them to leam it
school. And he laughingly called on one of h':
assistants to show us a record of a test of the spc!
ing of the different classes, the average percentay
of correct spelling belng very low, of which fa.'
he took palns to Inform us, as though It were a gooi!
Joke. In former years a teacher would have been
ashamed to show such a record to a visitor.

I wonder what the readers of THE SUN, itself 4
model of correct English, would think If 1ts columr
contalned the poor spelling and composition whic
we have seen In the work of public schoal graduate:”
To make use of the line of thought of your editoris!
of Saturday, I would back any edltorial writer fo!
THE SUN agalnst the pick of any school for goo!
spelling and correct composition.

Far be it from our thought or alm to assall th-
publlc schonls. But the defects of which we com
plaln aro the direct result of the present sysis"
and should be remedied by devoting more attent!s
to the essentials and less to “fads.” Thelatt s,
we have bheen told, develop the powers of obser »
tion. Our own observation leads us to say thi+'
they simply amuse the children without leaviLz
any lesting !mpression and are of no practics
benefit in after life. Certainly, they do not tia'
the memory nor teach the child to be exact, The
widespread complalnts from parents and busine
men justlfy a demand for a return from cloud
theorics to clear common sense.

A grave Injustice s belng done the taxpaye:
who contribute so bountifully to the support '
the schools: but the gravest Injustice 1s be''.
done to the boys and girls of to-day.

ALRERRT E. DaVIs

BOROUGH OF THE BRONX, April 30.

Sire

An English Rallway Veteran.
From London Truth.

Whenever an emineut man dies who has paw""!
his three score ycars and ten he 1s described in !
press as a llok with the past. The hackneyed phra *
is ccrtaloly appropriate In the case of Mr. J
Forbes. His life |s practically contemporanc
with the history of rallways down to the press
moment. He served his appreaticeshlp und<’
Brunel, and he came to the front of the rallwa.
world while rallways were still In thelr Infancy.

KReference has been made by some of the blog
raphers to his unfalling unpunctuality. In bygo
days, when | used occaslonally to see him, he o e
confided to me thal this was not the resuit of co:
stitutional inAirmity, so far as he was concerne’
but of dellberate policy. “Sharehalders drop into +
meeting,” he sald, "and ind the chalrman In b
place and the businesas golng on, and It contirii*
thelr impression that you are a party of nobo!.~*
who have come there for thelr convenlence. I !ls
to let them walt until everybody is there, and till «.
the restive ones have asked, ‘What are we waltin:
for?' and recelved the answer, ‘Mr. Forbes." The
you come in, and they feel you are somebody
any rate.”

Long Journeys Made by Whales.
From the 5t James's Gasatle.

The whales that swim about the islands wh' °
lle oft the coast of Norway and Finland. In Mar
and April, travel Immease distances. 1o Mav *07
turn up at the Azores or even at the Bermudas *'
sometimes pay a visit to the Antilles. They &
fast, for in June thoy are back agaln off Norsa

Somie of these whules have been knoswn 0 brind
back evidences of where they have been. for IAr
poons of the pecullar kiud used off the © ast
South America have been found stuck in them.

An Explanation.
I'rom the Waghington S'ar
“1 wonder why It Is that Mormon women m
so little complaint about plurai marrfages ™

“1t's easily explaliied,” sald the clder who
taking adyvantage of the opportuni'y aflords
an \ntvestigation o lecture W hen A& man *'*
another wife she is sn glad to got him, whik
predecessor is a0 glad to get 1id of i, that U

Is no Indignation whatever.”
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